
Who Was Elias Kerner Huff's Father?

And

What Happend to Him?



Information from article in Winston-Salem Journal dated May 24,
1942.  Said Hickson Huff resided on what is now (1942) the new
highway between Kernersville and Winston-Salem.  At his death
Hickson left his wife, son Elias Kerner Huff age 9 and Elias'
younger brother and sister.

According to Ellen Cook his wife married a Swaim after Hickson's
death. I believe that "Hickson" was David M. Huff's nickname.

Per their Forsyth Co., NC marriage record, their marriage was
performed by Philip Korner, Justice of the Peace.

Per "Graveyard Register of Friedland
Moravian Church"
David was shot by members of the 1st.
N.C. Battalion. Funeral sermon was
preached 9 Jul 1865 by Rev. Mr. Clark,
Chaplain of the 10th Ohio Cavalry.

The inscription on his stone at Friedland
Moravian Church reads: "David Huff,
Born April 5th 1833, Killed by the
Rebels, March 16th 1865"

Per the Old Salem Web Page:

The Brick Church

The cornerstone for the new brick church was laid on August 24
1861. The Brick church is the only building in Salem with a
document in its Cornerstone. It reads "Jefferson Davis Being
Provisional President of the Confederate States Of America"



The Brick church was built in the Greek revival style, with a bell
tower, a new pulpit and Pews. The church opening on December
15 1861 was filled to capacity.

On 12 May 1865, Rev. S. G. Clark of the 10th. Ohio Calvary
Regiment, announced that the Civil War had ended by reading the
Emancipation Proclamation. The Church diary for that day
Concluded: "May this great change turn out to the eventual
well-being of the people and the furtherance of the kingdom above
them.

The following is from Record of the Moravians in NC, Vol. XII
(1856-1866). Edited by L. Daniel Crews and Lisa D. Baily. From
the Private Diary of R. P. Leinbach, 1865 (Serving Friedland,
Macedonia and Muddy Creek; extracts transcribed)

"Thurs., Mar. 9. The Battalion came to town.

Sat, Mar. 18. Our community was shocked on hearing that David
Huff and 4 other men had been shot by order of Capt. Wilson. I
was sorely distressed for poor David Huff and his deeply afflicted
family, as I believed him to have been innocent of the charge of
instigating the expedition for the release of J. Huff, a deserter. To
what are we coming? I cannot learn the crimes of the others.
"Vengeance is mine, I will repay," saith the Lord.

Wed., Mar. 22. This morning the Battalion went off to H. Point. I
should not like to be in the place of their infatuate commander.

Sun., July 9. ([Friedland Report:] Rev. Mr. Clark, chaplain (Seth
G. Clark) of the 10th Ohio Cavalry, preached the funeral sermon of
David Huff, who had been shot by members of the 1st N.C.
Battalion and buried at Friedland. His text was taken from
Numbers 23:10, and was treated with ability and feeling, but when



he left the spiritual and went on to the political part of his
discourse, he seemed to bid farewell to reason. He dipped into
secession, Negro slavery, treatment of secessionists, and in short
all possible affiliations of secession. I remonstrated with him
afterwards on the subject, but he protested against there having
been any mention made of politics at all.)"

Info. from Al Perry (10/10/06)

From the Western Sentinel, Winston, March 16, 1865.  Paraphrase.
The Battalion is home for a vist. Capt Wilson has recovered from
his wounds.  He is a strict disciplinarian and an effecient officer.

Same paper March 23, 1865.   Result of Capt Wilson's expedition
to this and Yadkin County has returned not less that 50 deserters to
the ranks.

Peoples Press, Winston,  March 23, 1865  1st Battalion NC
Sharpshooters arrived last week.  Captain R. E. Wilson in
command.  Officers and privates look remarkably well.  Number of
deserters arrested.  Captain Carmichael' band accompanied.  Gave
a concert for the community last Friday.  Five we learn have been
shot in the county.  Two from Yadkin.  Some for desertion.
Neither paper offered any further comment on the matter in the
ensuing weeks.

The David Huff in question is likely a D. M Huff, age 26, a
waggoner with $75 in property living in Davidson County in 1860.
At that time he has a wife, Matilda age 22 and a son Elias age 3.  In
1870 Matilda, 32, lives alone with Elias 13, Martha 9, and Hickson
6.

Captain Reuben Everett Wilson lived in Yadkin County and went
into service at age 24 as a 2nd Lt on May 12, 1861.  He transferred



to the Sharpshooters as a 1 Lt on April 26, 1862 and became
Captain on June 27, 1862.  He was first wounded on August 22,
1862 and was absent un December 1863.  Clark's Regimental
History Vol 4 p225 also indicates he lost a leg near war's end at
Petersburg, VA. Though his service record doesn't show that.
There is a picture of him in Clark, a very boyish looking soldier.
The Battalions records do not give any indication that they were in
Davidson or Forsyth at the time given in the newspapers.  But the
records are very sketchy, they were apparently at Petersburg by
March 25.

There were two men with the name or
intials of J. Huff who deserted and were
at large at the time of David's death who
were enrolled in NC units, the 60th
company H and the 64 company F.
They were both from Tennessee.

Capt Wilson may have been involved in
the execution of some 22 NC deserters
at Kinston in February 1864.  If you
hadn't sent along your material I
probably would have passed it by
without a second thought.    Al Perry

From "Forsyth County, NC Confedrate Soldiers" by Jerry Cook.
Wilson, R. E. died 8 Mar 1907 in Winston-Salem, NC. He was
wonded twice.

From "North Carolina regiments 1861-1865" Edited by Walter
Clark
Vol. II page 145
Refers to R. E Wilson Captin Co. A, 21st. Regiment.

Reuben Everett Wilson



Note: The loss of this regiment in killed, wounded and dead was at
least 75 % from the beginning to the end of the war. 
Vol. IV page 225
1st. Battalion: Organized in April, 1862, composed of 2 companies
of the 21st. NC Reg.
Company A orginazed May 1861 in Yadkin Co. and Company B
orginazed may 1861 in Forsyth. Captian R. E. Wilson took over
command of Co. A when Captian Connaly resigned.
Vol. IV page 235-236
Captain R. E. Wilson, of Co. A, was severley wounded.
Vol. IV Page 242
In one of the last engagements near Petersburg, Captain R. E.
Wilson lost a leg.

From the J. C. Zimmerman file at Perkins Library, Duke, dated
March 27, 1865.

"The first n.c. Battalion has been here sometime hunting deserters
they have caught several and have taken up several that wer [sic] at
home who I suppose did not have the proper [sic] papers to let
them off they taken up Dewitt & James Flynt and after James had
his papers fixed up all wright [sic] they shot him for what cause no
one knows they shot four ball in him and they have shot several
others who I suppose refused to go to the army.  It is hard times
here and geting no better fast"

It appears to refer to the same incidents that involved David. Info.
from  Al Perry



From the book "Confederate Military History Extended Edition," Volume V, pages
803-804.

CONFEDERATE MILITARY HISTORY.

Major Reuben Everett
Wilson, of Salem, a
crippled Confederate
veteran, who has worn the
gray ever since 1861, had a
particularly noteworthy
career in the military
service of the South. He
was born in that part of
Stokes county, now called
Yadkin, in 1841, and
entered the service May 12,
1861, as a member of the
Yadkin Gray Eagles, a
volunteer organization
which was sent to Danville
and mustered in as a part of
the Eleventh volunteers,
later known as the
Twenty-first regiment,

North Carolina troops. At the reorganization this regiment had
twelve companies, and Companies A and B, to the former of which
Major Wilson then belonged with the rank of lieutenant, were
made the nucleus of the First North Carolina battalion of
sharpshooters. This organization was preserved throughout the
war, though it served, whenever needed, attached to various
brigades of Ewell's corps, and at the end Mr. Wilson was in
command with the rank of major. The battalion participated in no

Reuben Everett Wilson



less than twenty-six battles during the war: Bull Run, First
Manassas, First Winchester, Cross Keys, Cold Harbor, Chaffin's
Farm, Slaughter's Mountain, Hazel River, Manassas Junction,
Second Manassas, Chantilly, Harper's Ferry, Sharpsburg,
Fredericksburg, Chancellors-ville, the Wilderness, Second
Winchester, Spottsylvania Court House, Gettysburg, Mine Run,
Batchelder's Creek, Warsaw, N. C., Newtown, Hatcher's Run,
Petersburg, and Battery 45, before Petersburg — and Major Wilson
was in many of them. He was wounded in the leg and arm at Hazel
River, and in his last fight received a severe wound in the foot,
which caused its amputation after the war. His battalion had been
employed during the winter seasons in western North Carolina, and
Virginia for the purpose of intercepting deserters, and on the
charge of having shot some of these, he was re-arrested after his
parole at Appomattox, and sent to the Virginia penitentiary, where,
and at Raleigh penitentiary, he was held until December, 1865, the
only other Confederates imprisoned at that time being President
Davis and Major Gee, of Florida. Finally, on being: given a trial,
he was discharged. Since then Major Wilson has been a citizen of
Winston, and after a long business career is now retired from
active life. Our subject has now in his possession the flag of his
company, which he treasures above all else. This flag was made of
silk, contributed from the silk dresses of the young ladies of
Yadkin county, N. C.



The Following is from War History Series "Piedmont Soldiers and
Their Families" North Carolina By Cindy H. Casey

Rueben E. Wilson

Reuben E. Wilson (December 31,
1840-March 8, 1907) was born in
Stokes County. He volunteered
with the Yadkin Gray Eagles
(Co. B, 21st NC Infantry), which
was organized on May 12, 1861.
By April of 1862, he was elected
to serve as first lieutenant, and by
June of that same year, he was
promoted to captain. On April
26-28, 1862, Co. B was
transferred to the newly
organized 1st Battalion, N. C.
Sharpshooters. The
Sharpshooters were made up of
two companies (( In. B and Co.
E, which ultimately he came Co.
A and B respectively) of the 21st
Regiment. This was a small
battalion, but one critical to the

regiment. During most of 1864, Reuben commanded the battalion
in the capacity of senior captain. During the fall of 1864 and early
I865, the Sharpshooters scouted the woods of North Carolina and
Virginia in order to flush out and apprehend deserters. On April 2,
1865, during the Battle of Petersburg, he was hit with a mini-hall
that broke both bones of his right arm. The shattering grapeshot cut
off his leg below the knee. He was hospitalized at Manchester,
Virginia, until April 29, 1865. Ten days later, he was arrested by
Federal military authorities, and was incarcerated at Libby Prison

Reuben E. Wilson



in Richmond. His official charge was that of intercepting and
shooting deserters. Reuben remained in the Raleigh penitentiary
until December 20, 1865. After a trial and acquittal, he was
allowed to return home. In 1910, the Confederate Veteran
magazine reported his death as follows:

"Maj. R .E. Wilson, of Winston, N. C. [it should he noted that no
official sources indicate Wilson never received a major's
commission], who was as faithful a Confederate as ever wore the
gray, died a long while ago; but nobody gave notice to the
VETERAN, although lie was so faithful a friend and patron. At
Reunions as long as able to go he made his headquarters at the
same place with the VETERAN, and watched with deepest
solicitude everything that concerned it."

He died March 8, l907, in Forsyth, North Carolina.


